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The New Brampton Community 
Task Force was created in the past year 
by an accomplished group of citizens 
and business owners to promote 
“positive change and growth in the 
city of Brampton.” The group recently 

organized a Gala at the Rose Theatre 
with an impressive guest list including 
Premier William G. Davis and Mayor 
Hazel McCallion. Rod Rice, Chair of 
New Brampton recognized Premier 
Davis as “Brampton’s favourite son and 

great Canadian” prior to a performance 
by the Canadian Symphony Orchestra. 

Premier Davis served from 1971 to 
1985 as Premier of Ontario and has a 
storied history in Canadian politics. His 
legacy continues to permeate Canadian 
society in our Constitution, Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms, regional 
governance system, education system and 
mentorship of many politicians. Prior 
to serving as Premier, Mr. Davis served 
ten years as Education Minister where 
he transformed our university system, 
started our community college system, 
and instituted TVO.

In recognizing Premier Davis, Mr. 
Rice acknowledged that as Premier, Mr. 
Davis “made difficult decisions with 
respect to how municipalities were going 
to grow and govern themselves” and 
deal with the issue of “how a province 
and country would accommodate the 
tremendous growth on the horizon.” 
The decisions of Premier Davis lead to 
the creation of the City of Brampton, the 
City of Mississauga, and the Region of 
Peel in 1974, eventually creating two of 
the largest cities in Canada.

See More Photos EVENTS P7Conservative leader Partick Brown, Premiere Bill Davis, and local 
business owner Tina Larsen on the red carpet at the Rose Theatre. 
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New Brampton Honours Premier 
Bill Davis at Rose Theatre Gala
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Thank you for reading our premier 
edition of Neighbourhood Watch News. 
We started the publication as part of 
our ongoing effort to reintroduce the 
Neighbourhood Watch Program in 
the city. We realize that the newspaper 
industry is undergoing major upheaval 
due to online and social media pressures, 
however, we believe that a high quality 
printed publication delivered directly to 
your door with useful information still 
has tremendous value.

You are receiving this premier 
copy because you or at least one other 
resident on your street has signed up to 
be a member of Neighbourhood Watch 
Brampton. It is a free program that 
encourages neighbours to get to know 
each other, to understand the basics of 

crime prevention, and to report unusual 
activity to neighbours and police.

A growing trend in the crime 
prevention community that we subscribe 
to is in creating healthy and engaged 
neighbourhoods. We encourage residents 
to speak with their local representatives 
and community leaders and participate 
in the decision making process that 
affects our streets, homes, businesses, 
schools and hospitals. 

Submit to us your photos, opinions, 
ideas, feedback and community success 
stories so that others in the city can 
learn and be more connected. (send to 
support@nwbrampton.ca)

For now, we will be distributing the 
newspaper on a quarterly basis. This 
first edition is reaching 25,000 homes. 

Our goal is to reach 100,000 homes 
in a year. This is a major undertaking 
that requires the support of local 
businesses and organizations to advertise, 
community groups to keep us informed 
of their events, schools to promote their 
programs, politicians to respond on 
important issues, and students who are 
eager to get into journalism/media and 
entrepreneurship.

Our goal for Brampton is ultimately 
to be the safest city in Canada. If you are 
not already a member of Neighbourhood 
Watch Brampton what are you waiting 
for? To register, visit NWBrampton.ca 
and click the JOIN button. We then take 
you through a short series of videos to get 
you up to speed.

Sincerely,

Fazal Khan
Program Manager,
Neighbourhood Watch Bramtpon
fazal@bramptonfocus.ca
905.601.7185

Residents in the city have been without 
a Neighbourhood Watch program since 
June 2015 when Brampton Safe City 
closed its doors. The program is now back 
as Neighbourhood Watch Brampton 
and is being run by Brampton Focus 
Community Media. Cassian Joseph, a 
volunteer director with the organization 
says that “we started with a soft launch of 
the program in early February and since 
then over 1,000 residents have signed 
up.” The new program relies on modern 
communication tools including email, 
text messaging and web videos.

Joseph says that “the city gets a bad 
wrap from Toronto media” who only 
cover the negative stories in the city. He 
added that “every big city has crime, but 
we decided to make a big goal for residents 
to be Canada’s safest city.” He hopes that 
every resident takes up the challenge so 
that would be criminals know that the 

entire city is keeping a watchful eye.
The program is being modelled after 

the highly regarded Watch program 
in Mississauga with a few constraints 
that the organizing team believes will 
make Brampton’s program better. The 
program is currently not being funded 
by any level of government. Joseph says 
that “every successful program needs 
the flexibility and freedom to adapt and 
develop workable solutions.” The group 
has been running the program on a small 
budget, has demonstrated success, and 
is now appealing to local businesses and 
professionals to support the program. 
The “problem with how the program was 
funded in the past” says Joseph was the 
“reliance on city funding.” City council 
changed the funding model after the 
2014 elections, making it much more 
difficult for Brampton Safe City to 
operate its programs.

Joseph says that “we are really trying 
to ensure the city’s decisions cannot 
affect the longevity of the new program.” 
The group has made the program much 
easier for volunteers to start a local Watch 
group, and they are able to immediately 
start training residents with videos.

Over 30 Watch groups across the city 
are in the process of being established. The 
Snelgrove community near Hurontario 
and Mayfield is the first program to be 
started. They have spurred 4 other Watch 
groups in the immediate area. 

To start a group, or to be part of the city 
wide program, residents are encouraged 
to join at nwbrampton.ca.  Joseph says 
that a lot of thought and effort was 
placed on making the process very easy 
with access to brief informational videos. 
Once enough residents in an area join, 
a local meeting is scheduled with Peel 
Police to help the neighbours get to know 
each other and get questions answered. 

Joseph wants residents to know that 
the program is about helping residents get 
to know each other and feel empowered 
to report crimes. He says “over 60% of 
crimes are never reported and we need to 
fix this.”

Neighbourhood Watch 
Program Resurrected
Void Left by Demise of Brampton Safe City

Break & Enter Victim 
Becomes Local Security 
Advocate for Neighbours

The statements, opinions and viewpoints made 
or expressed by the writers do not necessarily 
represent the opinions and views of Brampton 
Focus Community Media Inc. (Brampton 
Focus), NWBrampton or the publishers. 
Brampton Focus and its Board of Directors 
assumes no responsibility or liability for claims, 
statements, opinions or views, written or 
reported by its contributing writers, including 
sponsored product or service information.
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Crime 
Prevention 
Academy

Did you know that a thief can 
kick in your front door with a 
single well placed kick? Did you 
also know that there is a clear 
plastic film product that you can 
place on windows and door to 
make them next to impossible to 
shatter? Would you like to know 
more?

Peel Regional Police has a 
dedicated crime prevention team 
that organizes academy programs 
for residents on weeknight evenings 
during the year. The Crime 
Prevention Academy program 
is currently running and covers 
crime prevention theory, crime 
prevention through environmental 
design, counterfeit detection, 
police communications, motor 
vehicle theft, neighbourhood 
watch, home security and many 
other topics over a 4 week period. 
To find out availability for future 
programs, visit peelpolice.ca and 
choose the Crime Prevention menu 
option.

As of printing, registration 
for the Cyber Academy program 
is currently open and runs for 5 
consecutive Tuesdays from 7 to 
9:30pm starting Nov 7. The Cyber 
Academy is designed for parents, 
caregivers, and educators and 
teaches participants how to avoid 
risks on the following:

• Computer Security
• Cyber-Fraud 
• Internet Child Exploitation
• Human Trafficking
• Social Media
• Cyber-Bullying  
• Media Addiction 
• Extremism-Understanding 

& Awareness

The Cyber Academy is free of 
charge. Registration often fills up 
quickly. For more information 
visit the peelpolice.ca website 
or contact Cst. Dave Lewis at 
905-453-2121 x4021 or e-mail 
cyberproofed@peelpolice.ca

Ask any neighbour that has had their 
home broken into and they will all agree it 
is a terrifying experience. The experience 
takes an emotional toll and often requires 
a lengthy period of time to feel secure. 
It is not unusual for victims of break & 
enters to move out and regain a sense of 
personal security.

Khalid Sheikh, a long time resident 
of Brampton, recently moved to a new 
development just north of the Queen 
St / Chinguacousy area of the city. After 
moving in, he had his home broken into. 
Instead of living in fear and anxiety, he 
decided to organize his neighbours and 
take preventative action. He worries that 
“the elderly  who stay home will get hurt 
if somebody breaks in” and he wants to 
prevent that from happening.

Before getting involved with 
Neighbourhood Watch, Mr. Sheikh 
contacted his local councillors and 
Peel Police to raise concerns about the 
break-ins that were happening in their 
neighbourhood. He also rallied his 
neighbours to participate in the meeting 
and share their concerns. He’s become 
a local home security expert and knows 
how to secure the vulnerable entry points 

in his neighbours home.
After going through the ordeal of 

arriving home to see his front door 
kicked in, Mr. Sheikh says he doesn’t 
want anyone that he knows to be violated 
in the same way. He worked with his 
home insurance company to secure all 
of the doors and windows to his home, 
installed  security cameras, and worked 
with his neighbours to construct fences 
between their yards to make it more 
difficult for a thief to move around in 
their new development. He tells everyone 
who moves into a new development to 
do the same.

Mr. Sheikh also enrolled into the Peel 
Police Crime Prevention Academy this 
fall to get in-depth information from Peel 
Police and other subject matter experts. 
His neighbours are also considering 
participating in the local school council 
meetings to address issues at night in 
unlit areas of the school yard.

On average, break-ins happen in the 
city two times everyday. Everyday, two 
families go through the same process that 
Mr. Sheikh and his neighbours have gone 
through. Thieves are becoming brazen 
and will enter through the front door 

of homes during dinner hours. Keep 
in mind however that thieves normally 
don’t want to interact with anyone at 
home and will move on to another house 
if they believe your home is occupied. 

A common mistake is to not answer 
the front door when someone knocks 
or rings the bell. As well, taking in your 
waste bins from the curb, cleaning up 
flyers on your front door, using timed 
lights, and trimming bushes around your 
front entryway are all basic tips that can 

go a long way in preventing your home 
from being targeted.

Mr. Sheikh and his neighbours 
are all joining Neighbourhood Watch 
Brampton to connect with other groups 
in the city and to stay informed with 
incidents of crime in his neighbourhood. 
He’s helping to develop language specific 
introductory videos so that elderly 
residents who are not fluent in English 
can better understand how the program 
works.

Khalid Sheikh (3rd from left) and a few neighbours gather for tea and an 
information session on starting their Neighbourhood Watch group.
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This past summer the Neighbourhood 
Watch Program was successful in receiving 
funding for four students to complete 
paid internships through the Canada 
Summer Jobs program. The students 
were instrumental in helping Watch 
Captains organize their neighbourhoods, 
conducting training and workshops, 
and speaking with residents about 
community crime prevention. 

Looking ahead to next summer, 
funding will be requested for additional 
students to help more residents organize 
their streets into Watch neighbourhoods. 

Students are encouraged to apply 
for volunteer and short-term paid 
opportunities to help in a variety of 

roles. We are looking for middle-school 
students interested in delivering this 
newspaper to homes 4 times a year. We are 
also looking for high school and college 
students who are interested in a career in 
media, journalism and communications 
to help create content. 

Students are encouraged to send a one 
page resume to support@nwbrampton.ca
with a paragraph describing interests and 
extra-curricular activities. We will reply 
to acknowledge receipt. We will also 
notify students as opportunities become 
available. Only students that work or 
volunteer with us during the school 
year will be considered for paid summer 
positions.

2017 Summer Student Piraanavan Kathirgamanathan (L) and Abijith Mani 
(R) are congratulated by Brampton South MP Sonia Sidhu (C).

CRIME PREVENTION
SERVICES

Would you like to learn how to keep you, your family and property safe, 

or simply deal with a common neighbourhood problem? Are you unsure of 

where to start or who to call?

Peel Regional Police Crime Prevention Services can provide you with 

assistance when accessing resources, or dealing with neighbourhood issues 

by delivering presentations, providing fact sheets /cards, conducting business 

security audits, hosting a Crime Prevention Academy, 

and more.

For more information visit:
www.peelpolice.ca/crimeprevention

Buy&Sell Exchange Zones

Presentations & Academies

Student Opportunities
Send Us Your One-Page Resume        
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City News

In a landmark decision, the City of 
Brampton has made a commitment to 
an investment strategy for a once-in-a-
generation opportunity for a university 
and a centre for education and innovation  
to be built in Brampton. 

Following a recommendation put 
forward by city staff, Council endorsed, 
in principle, to invest up to $50M over 
10 years into a new post-secondary 
facility, and up to $100M into a joint-
use community space to support the 
university, business innovation and 
collaboration, community interaction 
and cultural growth.

Work has already begun between staff 
and the City’s partners on a memorandum 
of understanding, outlining the details 
of the partnership, and establishing a 
process for measuring the impact of the 
municipal investment.

A full report on the economic and 
social benefits of a new university facility 
and the new centre for education, 
innovation and collaboration is 
anticipated in the upcoming weeks.

Earlier reports indicated that the 
economic benefits of a university, 
including a one-time construction 
impact of $370 million (1,800 jobs), will 
rise to over $220 million (1,500 jobs) per 
year, based on a medium-term enrolment 
of 5,000 students. The initial enrolment 
is expected to be 1,000 students.

Ryerson University in partnership 
with Sheridan College plans to develop a 
unique facility that combines education 
with innovation and collaboration. 
Something “beyond a traditional 
university campus.”

The university will offer courses in 
science, technology, engineering, arts 
and mathematics (STEAM). Courses in 
cyber security have also been discussed to 
be part of the new university’s offerings.

Last February, Ontario Finance 
Minister, Charles Sousa, made the 

announcement of a $180 million fund 
to build two universities, one in Milton, 
and the second located in Brampton.

According to a staff report, the 
university will be located in Downtown 
Brampton, where local amenities and 
easy access to transit can better serve 
students. The details of the exact location 
are not publicly known.

Ryerson University and Sheridan 
College will submit their final proposal to 
the Province and a formal announcement 
is expected before the end of this year.

City Commits $150M to 
New University Campus

Crime Prevention Week 
Starts Nov 5th

Neighbourhood 
Watch Signs Still Not 
Approved by City

An important part of the 
Neighbourhod Watch program is 
visible signage at entry points into each 
neighbourhood. Our team has been 
working since January to convince the 
City to install and cover the costs of signs 
as is the practice in Mississauga. We have 
delegated twice to City Council and once 
to the newly formed Community Safety 
Advisory Committee. We remain hopeful 

that city staff will soon provide a report 
supporting our request. 

Currently, residents are provided with 
door decals that provide a deterrent to 
would be criminals who approach your 
front or back door. The cost of these 
decals are covered by a few supporters of 
the program. They serve a similar purpose 
to home alarm stickers and ‘Beware of 
Dog’ signage.

Artist Rendering Only. No site, site plan or offi cial artist renderings of a 
University in Brampton have been released to the public.

Paul Vicente
@paulvicente

Brampton Has Highest Auto 
Insurance Rates... Again!

Kanetix.ca, the auto insurance broker 
released its list of most expensive cities 
for auto insurance in Ontario. According 
to the company, “when all else is equal, 
except the postal code, Kanetix.ca’s 
InsuraMap charts out how significantly 
premiums can vary depending on where 
you live.”

Based on a 35-year-old driver of a 
2014 Honda Civic (Canada’s best selling 
car) with a clean driving record, all of 
the top 10 most expensive cities have an 
estimated annual rate higher than the 
provincial average of $1,315 per year.

Rank City Premium

1 Brampton $2,268
2 Vaughn $1,825

3 Mississauga $1.788

4 Markham $1,785

5 Toronto $1.743

6 Richmond Hill $1.709

7 Ajax $1,519

8 Hamilton $1,497

9 Pickering $1,450

10 Whitby $1,399

City Selects Powerade 
Centre for Amazon HQ2 
Regional Bid Package HWY410

HWY407

KENNEDY RD S

ETOBICOKE CREEK

Internet behemoth Amazon (AMZN 
Market Cap: US$471B) is currently 
reviewing bids to choose a site for a 
second North American Headquarters. 
The company has outgrown its current 
headquarters in Seattle.

The deadline for submissions was 
Oct 19th. Cities around the continent 
have been working on bids with lucrative 
incentives in hopes of attracting the 
project which promises to invest US$5 
Billion in the new site and hire 50,000 
full-time employees.

Brampton’s bid is included as part 
of a Toronto Regional bid with 9 
other municipalities in the GTA. Each 
Municipality included one or more 
site options for Amazon to consider. 
Initial online feedback from Brampton 
residents on the proposed Powerade 
site (see photo) by Brampton has been 
underwhelming to say the least.

Amazon was very clear 
that the location would 

need to be close to 
transit and cycling 

infrastructure. This is 
close to a highway that 
isn’t easily accessed by 
transit and, throughout 

the day, is barely 
accessible by road. This 

location is incredibly 
lacking. -- Kevin R.

Also surprising in the City’s press 
release about the bid is a reference to Light 
Rail Transit service at the site which most 
followers of transit will shake their heads 
at: “upcoming GO Transit and Light Rail 
Transit expansions will directly benefit 
the site and enhance connections to the 
Innovation Corridor connecting to talent 
from Waterloo to Toronto.”

Forbes.com suggests that the top 5 
cities most likely to be considered are 
the Atlanta, Austin, Toronto, Pittsburgh, 
and Boston areas. The City of Chicago 
created a 600 person team to develop 
their proposal. Other cities were looking 
to include tax incentives, land, and other 
lucrative freebies. In New Jersey, the state 
is was considering a US$7 billion in tax 
credits if Amazon chooses Newark.

The Toronto Region has put together 
a 188 page proposal with multiple site 
options around the GTA. The sites 
include, in the order listed in the report:

1. Downtown Toronto
2. Mississauga Downtown
3. Vaughan Metropolitan Centre
4. Markham Centre
5. Brampton Powerade Centre
6. Pickering Seaton Lands
7. Ajax Carruthers Creek
8. Milton 401 Fronting Land
9. Oakville Trafalger & 407
10. Burlington Bronte Meadows

The City of Toronto proposed 4 sites 
in their section of the bid. 3 of the sites 
are in the downtown core, a key urban 
requirement of Amazon.

Rendering of Powerade Centre site included in Toronto Regional bid for 
Amazon’s 2nd North American Headquarters location.New Brampton is a group of 

passionate Brampton citizens 
and business people, who have 
come together to advocate for 
positive change and growth in 
the City of Brampton. 

Join the movement

Ontario’s annual Crime Prevention 
Week runs from November 5 to 11. 
This year’s theme is “Building Safer 
Communities Together”. During the 
week, the Ministry of Community 
Safety and Correctional Services and the 
Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police 
will be promoting the importance of 
crime prevention as a means to achieving 
safer and healthier communities.

Police services will be showcasing 
their crime prevention initiatives and 
programs, providing information on 
crime issues, and emphasizing the 
need for everyone to work together 
to make our communities safe. You 
can connect on Twitter using hashtag 
#CrimePreventionWeek!

Last year, Peel Police launched a Buy 
and Sell Exchange Zone to kick-off 
Crime Prevention Week. The Buy and 
Sell Exchange Zone is a crime prevention 
initiative aimed at reducing violent 
crime. It offers residents some peace of 
mind when conducting online buy and 
sell transactions. Residents are invited 
to use the Buy and Sell Exchange Zone 
parking spaces located at 22 Division 
located at 7750 Hurontario Street in 
Brampton as a better meeting location to 
facilitate property transactions arranged 
through online websites.

The Buy and Sell Exchange Zone 
includes two dedicated, signed parking 
spaces that are monitored by surveillance 
cameras. Peel Regional Police are the first 
police department in the Greater Toronto 
Region to have a fully signed zone of this 
kind.

This year, Neighbourhood Watch 
Brampton is developing a series of videos 
with Peel Police and local partners to 
showcase crime prevention initiatives in 
the Region.   

Signage for Buy & Sell Exchange 
Zone located at 7750 Hurontario St.

Previous Neighbourhood Watch Sign under Brampton Safe City (L). 
Current sign in use by Safe City Mississauga (R).
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The Canadian political landscape was 
rocked on October 1 by the election of 
Brampton’s Jagmeet Singh as the leader 
of the federal NDP Party. The 38 year old 
Singh is the first visible minority person 
to lead a major federal political party in 
Canada, doing so impressively by taking 
53.8% of the first ballot votes.

Mr. Singh’s ascension to the NDP 
leadership post benefitted by what many 
witnessed during a campaign event 
on the evening of September 6 at the 
Professors Lake Community Centre in 
Brampton. During the event, Mr. Singh 
was confronted by a protester who hurled 
accusations at him about Shariah Law and 
the Muslim Brotherhood. Mr. Singh, a 
practising Sikh, gathered his composure, 
impressively diffused the situation and 
carried on with his campaign event for 
his supporters.

The video of the event was recorded 
by our volunteer team at Brampton 
Focus Community Media (the publishers 
of this newspaper) and it has gone on to 
become a viral sensation with over 85 
million online views. 

Our team decided to cover the event 
as it was the only public appearance that 

we were aware of that Mr. Singh was 
holding in Brampton for his leadership 
run. As we were setting up our camera 
and streaming equipment, we suspected 
that there might be a lively question 
period. The protester in the video, 
later identified as Jennifer Bush had 
approached our team to ask who we 
were, when our video would be posted, 
and how to get to our Facebook page. 

Thirty minutes after the official 
start time the room was sparsely filled. 
Attendees were filling up on coffee 
and samosas as campaign staff were 
showing  a video on how to vote in the 
leadership election. Mr. Singh appeared 
thirty minutes later to a room that had 
become standing room only. By that 
time however, we had lost track of Ms. 
Bush and were hurrying to start our live 
streaming equipment. Even though five 
members of our team were helping, we 
ran into a technical issue that resulted in 
the live stream starting after Mr. Singh 
was being confronted. Everyone in the 
room including our team was shocked 
at what was taking place. We anticipated 
fireworks, but not right away, and not 
through a face to face confrontation.

During the interaction, which lasted 
four and a half minutes, Mr. Singh 
held his composure and relied on his 
campaign slogan “Love & Courage.” 
There were times when we concerned 

that things could go seriously wrong, 
especially as attendees started raising their 
voices and standing. Mr. Singh has been 
universally praised in his handling of the 
encounter. Bernice King, the daughter of 
Martin Luther King Jr. tweeted “Watch 
@theJagmeetSingh demonstrate my 
father’s belief that love is a powerful force 
in the face of hate. #MLK”

After the interaction, the room 
quickly reverted to a prepared campaign 
event and Mr. Singh left an hour later to 
a rousing applause. We noticed online 
comments and sharing that suggested the 
stream would receive more views in the 
coming days. 

The video did well overnight with 
over 5,000 viewers. We received a request 
from the Globe and Mail for permission 
to use the video. We hadn’t planned to do 
anything with it because we were waiting 
to hear back from Mr. Singh’s press team 
on our request for a studio interview and 
have him comment.

We were concerned that early viewers 
of the live stream were commenting that 
the video looked staged. While the event 
was pre-planned, and Ms. Bush attended 
with an agenda, we could certify that 
the interaction itself was not staged. We 
were relieved to find out that the entire 
interaction was recorded on our camera 
and could rely on viewers to make their 
own judgement.

We made a concerted decision to 
provide a higher quality video of the 
interaction to the Globe and Mail, 
including the initial section that was 
missed from the live stream. 

Over the next week, we did the same 
with over 30 other media outlets from 
Canada and around the world. It is this 
version of the video and variants of it 
that have “gone viral.” NowThis Media 
produced a version that has been seen 
over 44 million times and shared 225,000 
times. The encounter was also covered 

on all the major Canadian television 
newscasts. We are now seeing requests to 
use the video on current affairs programs 
including The Fifth Estate on CBC and 
United Shades of America on CNN.

Mr. Singh’s handling of the interaction 
certainly raised his profile across Canada 
and the world, and boosted the attention 
that Canadians in general were giving 
to the NDP leadership process. By all 
accounts, prior to the video, Mr. Singh’s 
campaign had already made enormous 
strides in the number of party members 
they signed up to participate in the 
leadership election. There was no ability 
for new members to join the party and 
vote for a leader by the time the video 
aired. However, as many have stated in 
the media, the campaign could not have 
bought the attention that was stirred. 

As a community based volunteer group 
we work to raise issues that are important 
to residents in Brampton. We are proud 
that in this case our effort has been 
noticed around the world and hopefully 
showed Brampton to be a vibrant city 
where people and politicians are tackling 
society’s difficult challenges. André 
Picard, a columnist with the Globe and 
Mail tweeted “If BramptonFocus hadn’t 
been covering this event, we wouldn’t 
know about it. A reminder of value and 
importance of local #journalism.”

As for Mr. Singh, he faces a daunting 
effort over the next two years in 
positioning his party and himself for 
the federal election in 2019. His public 
statements have indicated he is in no 
hurry to earn a seat in parliament through 
a by-election. Raj Grewal, the rookie MP 
representing Brampton East is gearing 
up for what could be  an epic race. Mr. 
Grewal represents the same constituents 
federally as Mr. Singh did provincially 
for six years. At stake for the NDP party 
is one or perhaps more of the 5 seats in 
Brampton currently held by the Liberals.

Behind the Scenes of 
NDP Leader Jagmeet 
Singh’s Viral Video 

Politics Events

Fazal Khan
fazal@bramptonfocus.ca
@fazalGTA

Check Event Times at  bramptonfocus.ca/events

MAYOR’S
SPEAKER

SERIES

Red Carpet Pics at the 
New Brampton Gala (Oct 1)

Brampton Beast
Date Day Time Opponent
Oct 27 FRI 7:15pm Nailers

Oct 29 SUN 2:00pm Nailers

Nov 8 WED 11:00am IceMen

Nov 10 FRI 7:15pm Admirals

Nov 12 SUN 2:00pm Thunder

Nov 17 FRI 7:15pm Royals

Nov 19 SUN 2:00pm Royals

Nov 23 THU 11:00am Wings

Nov 26 SUN 2:000pm Walleye

Check Team Website for updates

Calendar
Event Date Day Time
Downtown Harvest Market Oct 14 - Nov 4 SAT 8am to 1pm

Grimm Grounds Scare Maze Oct 27-31 FRI-TUE 7pm to 10:30pm

The Great Pumpkin Party Nov 1 WED 6pm to 8pm

Crime Prevention Week Nov 5-11 All week

Remembrance Day Parade and Service Nov 11 SAT 10:55am

Annual Christmas Tree Lighting Nov 17 FRI TBD

Christmas Market Nov 17-19 FRI-SUN Various

Brampton Santa Claus Parade Nov 18 SAT 5pm

Visit bramptonfocus.ca/events for event details

Brampton Bombers JR B
Date Day Time Opponent
Oct 27 FRI 7:30pm Kitchener

Nov 3 FRI 7:30pm Kitchener

Nov 10 FRI 7:30pm Brantford

Nov 19 SUN 4:30pm Stratford

Check Team Website for updates

Listen to all the Brampton Bombers Jr B 
AWAY GAMES featuring Kevin Jeffrey and Phil 
Androlia. Home games this season are played 
at the Brampton Memorial Arena (69 Elliot St)
@BramptonBombers

Have an event that you would like listed, promoted, covered or live streamed? 
Contact Don McLeod don@bramptonfocus.ca / 416.899.6230

bramptonfocus.ca/contact

Have you thought 
about live streaming?

Live Streaming allows you to share a live video of 
your event. The video gets archived so that it can 
be viewed again at anytime. And you can stream 
only the important section if you prefer.

Our affordable, professional production makes 
your event look great. Contact us to learn more.

Patrick Brown, Bill Davis, Neil Davis, Don McLeod and Prabmeet Sarkaria

Local Developer John Cutruzzola and Mississauga Mayor Hazel McCallion

Don McLeod conducting a Live interview with Mayor Linda Jeffrey

City Councillor Jeff Bowman (Centre) among a sea of Gala attendees

Bramalea-Gore-Malton MPP Jagmeet Singh at a standing room only campaign event in Brampton on Sept 6th prior to winning the leadership race 
for the Federal NDP Party. Mr. Singh is pictured immediately after interacting with protest Jennifer Bush.



ABITIBI LAKE DR 
ACADEMY DR 
ACCENT CIR 
AGRICOLA RD 
ALAMEDA ST 
ALISTER DR 
AMBERWOOD SQ 
AMSTERDAM CRES 
ANDRETTI CRES 
APPLE VALLEY WAY 
ARDGLEN DR 
ARROWSTONE CRT 
ASCOT AVE 
ASHBY FIELD RD 
AVONDALE BLVD 
BACCARAT CRES 
BALMORAL DR 
BANINGTON CRES 
BARTLEY BULL PKY 
BAYBROOK RD 
BEACHPOINT BLVD 
BEAR RUN RD 
BEECH ST 
BEGONIA CRES 
BENTGRASS LANE 
BERNARD AVE 
BILLANCOURT CRES 
BINSELL AVE 
BISSELL DR 
BLACK OAK DR 
BLUE WHALE BLVD 
BOREHAM CIR 
BOYCE CRES 
BRAIDWOOD LAKE RD 
BRIARDALE RD 
BUCKLAND WAY 
BURNHAM CRES 
BUSHBERRY RD 
BUSHFIELD CRES 
BUTLERS CRT 

BYVILLE CRT 
CALEDON CRES 
CALIPER RD 
CALSTOCK PL 
CANARY CLOSE 
CARTER DR 
CASHEL ST 
CASTLE OAKS CROSS 
CASTLEMORE DR 
CAVENDISH CRES 
CHAROLAIS BLVD 
CHESTERWOOD CRES 
CHEVIOT CRES 
CLARK BLVD 
CLAYPINE TRAIL 
COASTLINE DR 
COLLINGWOOD AVE 
CORNWALL RD 
COUNTRY RIDGE CRT 
COURTLEIGH SQ 
COVINA RD 
CRANNYFIELD DR 
CREEKWOOD DR 
CRESTHAVEN RD 
CROCKER DR 
CROWN DR 
CRYSTALVIEW CRES 
DAISY CRT 
DANCING WATERS RD 
DELLS CRES 
DENISON AVE 
DIMARINO DR 
DOKKUM CRES 
DON MINAKER DR 
DRIFTWOOD CRES 
DRINKWATER RD 
DUNLEY CRES 
EAGLESPRINGS CRES 
EARNSCLIFFE CIR 
EBURY DR 

EDENFIELD ST 
EDINBURGH DR 
EDMONTON ST 
ELBERN MARKELL DR 
ELLIOTT ST 
ELWIN RD 
ERINTOWN CRES 
EXTON RD 
FANSHAWE DR 
FARNHAM DR 
FIDELITY AVE 
FISHING CRES 
FOLIAGE DR 
FOOTHILLS CRES 
FORT WILLIAMS DR 
GAINSFORD RD 
GALLVIEW LANE 
GAMSON CRES 
GIBBS RD 
GILMORE DR 
GLACIER RD 
GORDON RANDLE DR 
GROUSE LANE 
HAMPTON SPRINGS DR 
HARPER RD 
HASKER RD 
HAVERSTOCK CRES 
HAWKRIDGE TRAIL 
HEARTLEAF CRES 
HEDLEY CRT 
HERITAGE RD 
HESPELER ST 
HIBISCUS CRT 
HIGH MEADOWS RD 
HISTON CRES 
HOOD CRES 
HOWLAND CRES 
HUMBERSIDE AVE 
IMPERIAL LAKES DR 
IMPULSE CIR 

INTERLACKEN DR 
IRON BLOCK DR 
ISLAND GROVE 
ISLE ROYAL TERR 
JACKALYN SQ 
JACOB BRILL CRES 
JOHN ST 
JOYWILL CRT 
JUDITH CRES 
KALMIA RD 
KENPARK AVE 
KILLICK RD 
KINGSMERE CRES 
KNIGHTSWOOD CRES 
LA FRANCE RD 
LADBROOK CRES 
LADY EVELYN CRES 
LAKE LOUISE DR 
LAKEFIELD RD 
LAMPMAN CRES 
LAURIER CRT 
LAWLOR CRT 
LAYTON ST 
LEADENHALL RD 
LEADERSHIP DR 
LEEWARD DR 
LENT CRES 
LIBERATION DR 
LIGHTCATCHER CIR 
LITTLE BRITAIN CRES 
LLOYD SANDERSON DR 
LOFTSMOOR DR 
LONESTAR CRES 
LONETREE CRT 
LONG BRANCH TRAIL 
LOVE CRT 
LOWER THAMES DR 
MADOC DR 
MAIN ST N
MALLARD CRES 

MANZANITA CRES 
MAPLE BEACH CRES 
MAPLESHADE DR 
MARA CRES 
MARBLESEED CRES 
MARTIN BYRNE DR 
MASTERS GREEN CRES 
MCARTHUR HTS 
MCLAUGHLIN RD 
MCMURCHY AVE S
MCNUTT ST 
MEADOW GLADE RD 
MEADOWCREST LANE 
MEDALIST RD 
MEDITERRANEAN CRES 
MELTWATER CRES 
MIDSUMMER DR 
MIRAMAR ST 
MOIRA CREEK DR 
MOWAT CRT 
MUIRLAND CRES 
NAPOLEON CRES 
NATIONAL CRES 
NELSON ST E
NEWBY CRT 
NEWDALE PL 
NOBLE OAKS RD 
NORTHAMPTON ST 
NOVA SCOTIA RD 
OAK GARDENS CRT 
OLDE TOWN RD 
ORANGEBLOSSOM TRAIL 
OWENS RD 
OWL CREEK PL 
PALERMO CRT 
PALGRAVE CRES 
PARKVIEW PL 
PASADENA AVE 
PASSFIELD TRAIL 
PEACEKEEPING CRT 

PENNYROYAL CRES 
PERTOSA DR 
PETAL PT 
PINE ISLAND WAY 
PINELLAS DR 
PORCHLIGHT RD 
PORTSDOWN RD 
PRESSED BRICK DR 
QUAILVALLEY DR 
RADIAL ST 
RAY LAWSON BLVD 
RED CLOVER RD 
REMEMBRANCE RD 
REYNIER DR 
RICHVALE DR S
RISING HILL RIDGE 
ROCKTON CRT 
ROMEO RD 
ROSSET CRES 
ROULETTE CRES 
RYEGRASS CRES 
SADDLECREEK CRT 
SADDLETREE TRAIL 
SANDY BEACH RD 
SANDYSHORES DR 
SCOTT ST 
SEASCAPE CRES 
SETTLER CRT 
SIDFORD RD 
SNARESBROOK CRES 
SOMERSET DR 
SOUTHBEND DR 
SPAIN CRES 
SPEEDWELL ST 
STAVELEY CRES 
STEDFORD CRES 
SUGARPINE CRT 
SUNDRIDGE ST 
SUNNYVALE GATE 
SUSSEXVALE DR 

SWALES CRES 
TEAL CREST CIR 
TERRA COTTA CRES 
THORNBUSH BLVD 
TILSONBURG AVE 
TODDVILLE RD 
TREASURE DR 
TRIBUNE DR 
TRISTAN CRT 
TUMBLEWEED TRAIL 
VANDERPOOL CRES 
VANHORNE CLOSE 
VESPAHILLS CRES 
VIOLETRIDGE CRT 
VIRGINIA DR 
WANLESS DR 
WASAGA RD 
WATSONBROOK DR 
WELLINGTON ST E
WELLSPRINGS DR 
WESTBROOK AVE 
WEYBRIDGE TRAIL 
WILDERCROFT AVE 
WILLIS DR 
WILLOW PARK DR 
WILSON AVE 
WISHART PL 
WYNVIEW ST 
XAVIER CRT 
YARDMASTER DR 
YELLOW SORREL RD 

Number of Streets 
in Brampton:

Number of Streets 
with at least one 
Neighbourhood 
Watch member:

3660

271
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Mischief Over - Property
Theft Under - From Motor Vehicles
Break & Enter-Houses
Theft Under - From Motor Vehicles
Break & Enter-Houses
Mischief Over - Property
Motor vehicle theft - truck
Break & Enter-Other
Motor vehicle theft - automobile
Break & Enter-Other Business
Motor vehicle theft - truck
Break & Enter-Houses
Mischief Under - Property
Break & Enter-Other Business
Motor vehicle theft - truck
Theft Under - From Motor Vehicles
Break & Enter-Houses
Other Robberies
Motor vehicle theft - truck
Theft Under-Bicycles
Mischief Over - Property
Other Robberies
Theft Under - From Motor Vehicles
Break & Enter-Restaurants
Mischief Under - Property
Break & Enter-Other Business
Break & Enter-Restaurants
Motor vehicle theft - automobile
Motor vehicle theft - automobile
Theft Under - From Motor Vehicles
Motor vehicle theft - automobile
Break & Enter-Other Business
Break & Enter-Houses
Motor vehicle theft - truck
Motor vehicle theft - truck
Break & Enter-Other Business
Break & Enter-Houses

4
2
2
3
3
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
6
5
4
2
3
2
2
2
2
2
5
2
2
4
2
3
3
2
2

BOVAIRD DR
BOVAIRD DR

CENTRE ST
CHAROLAIS BV

CREDITVIEW RD
DAYSPRING CL

EAST DR
FINLEY RD

FLETCHERS CREEK BV
GLIDDEN RD
GLIDDEN RD
HORTON CR

HURONTARIO ST
KENNEDY RD
KENVIEW BV

KNIGHTSBRIDGE RD
LEONE LN

LISA ST
MAIN ST
MAIN ST

MCLAUGHLIN RD
MCLAUGHLIN RD
MCLAUGHLIN RD

MCMURCHY AV
MOFFATT AV

QUEEN ST
QUEEN ST
QUEEN ST

RUTHERFORD RD
RUTHERFORD RD

STEELES AV
VAN KIRK DR

VAN SCOTT DR
VODDEN ST
WALKER DR

WANLESS DR
WINTERFOLD DR

Streets With Homes Registered on Neighbourhood Watch Brampton
 (minimum 1 house registered as of Sept 30, 2017)

September Occurence Summary  
(2 or more incidents only)

There is a general belief that the “crime rate” in 
Brampton is high and increasing. In terms of Break 
& Enter property crimes, the statistics show that 
the number of incidents over the past 5 years are 
actually declining even though our population and 
number of homes in the city is increasing. 

At a recent community meeting this summer 
arranged by a local councillor to listen to concerns 
about property crimes, residents were very upset 
about a rash of break-ins in their neighbourhood.   
Of the 500 neighbours who were invited, about 50 
made it out to the meeting. They spent two hours 
voicing complaints to their councillor and police 
representatives that they didn’t feel their concerns 
were being taken seriously. When the audience was 

asked how many of them had experience a break-
in in the past 5 years, only 2 residents raised their 
hands. For those 2 residents,  they have all right to 
be upset and distraught. Their security and private 
living space was violated. For the other residents 
however, the data for their specific neighbourhood 
simply did not support their belief that property 
crime in their area was out of control.

The available data on crimes against people 
in including homicide and attempted murder in 
Brampton does show an alarming 8.5% increase 
between 2015 and 2016. However, when put 
into perspective, the increased incidents are still 
relatively low. In Brampton for example, the 
homicide rate per 100,000 people was  0.9 in 

2016. The Canadian average in 2012 was 1.6. That 
same year, the average in the United States was 4.5 
and in South Africa was 30.1. There was however 
a significant increase in the number of attempted 
murders in Brampton rising from 5 in 2015 to 14 
in 2016. 

Other factors that may affect perception of 
crime in Brampton is negative coverage by Toronto 
based media organizations that rarely differentiates 
by location in our city. So for example, Toronto 
media will report crimes within the boundaries 
of Toronto by individual neighbourhoods or 
intersections rather than simply refer to “Toronto.”  
Whenever a crime happens in Brampton, the 
entire city is referenced rather than the specific 
neighbourhood in the city. 

There is a growing concern that organized 
crime and gangs are becoming a bigger concern 
in Peel Region, as well as increased concern about 
human sex trafficking. We highly recommend 
residents watch the Gangs and Human Trafficking 
interviews that were conducted with Peel Police 
Chief Jennifer Evans. (See Stream Guide P11)

Crime prevention requires that you not let 
your guard down. The lowered incidents rates are 
likely correlated to the crime prevention efforts 
and programs offered by Police staff combined 
with residents following good practices at home. 
Statistics are a snapshot in time that offers little 
value to a resident that has their house broken into 
or their car stolen.

What the Stats Say About 
Crime in Brampton

Disclaimer: All tables and charts are provided for illustrative purposes only and should not be used for 
statistical analysis, research or reporting. The data shown is compiled based on available data provided to 
Neighbourhood Watch Brampton by Peel Police for informational purposes only. Data may be missing, 
corrupt, provided in error or tabulated in error. Email support@nwbrampton.ca if you have any questions.

Stats & Charts
2.7

1.8

0.9

0.5

2.2

1.7

0.7

0.5

1.8

1.6

0.5

0.4

2.1

1.5

0.7

0.5

2.1

1.3

0.6

0.6

1.8

1.1

0.9

0.8

Residential
Break & Enter

Auto Theft

Theft From
Auto

Truck Theft

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
(Jan-Sept)

Average Monthly Occurence Rate
Per Thousand Homes

Break & Enter - Residential Garage
Break & Enter-Houses
Break & Enter-Other Business
Break & Enter-Restaurants
Break & Enter-Schools
Break & Enter-Stores
Mischief Over - Property
Mischief Under - Property
Motor vehicle theft - automobile
Motor vehicle theft - truck
Other Robberies
Robbery - Firearms
Robbery - Other Offensive Weapons
Suspicious Vehicle
Theft Under - From Motor Vehicles

J

2
65
25
4
2
3

100
33
42
47
10
3
9
5

96

F

8
69
9
4
5
5

82
28
52
45
8
9
8
5

95

M

6
64
15
1
1
5

93
35
56
37
16
11
8

11
110

A

17
55
18
6
1
4

85
30
39
46
21
4
9
6

97

M

10
46
15
1
2
4

95
27
42
42
23
6
7
5

129

J

5
55
11
2
2
1

98
24
35
39
22
2

12
6

95

J

5
48
14
7
6
5

79
23
36
30
17
10
8
3

60

A

8
54
29
1
4
5

56
22
49
29
9
7
9
6

76

S

5
58
30
6
2
6

64
23
48
38
17
6
6
4

75

2017 Incidents by Month (Jan to Sept 2017)
Minimum 1 Occurence Each Month

2016 to 2017
Year to Date

Change
Auto Theft

Up 60%
Break & Enter

Up 2%
Theft From Auto

Down 6%
Truck Theft

Up 30%
Based on non-scientifi c analysis by Brampton Focus / Neighbourhood Watch Brampton
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1 in 68 children are currently 
diagnosed with Autism Spectrum 
disorder in Canada every year. Autism 
occurs in all racial, ethnic and socio-
economic groups and is a lifelong 
disorder. With early intervention positive 
changes can result. 

Carrie Habert, from Autism Speaks 
Canada says researchers have identified 
over 300 genes linked to Autism. 
Researcher are now working to identify 
the type of Autism an individual  has 
and offering personalized care and 
intervention rather than trial and error 

approaches. The diagnosis age was around 
4.5 years and is now coming down. 
With earlier diagnosis the trajectory of 
development can be changed.

Paula Stamp is the founder and 
driving force for the Under the Big Top 
For Autism Gala which has helped to 
raise over $500,000 for Autism Speaks 
Canada’s since 2007. The fundraising 
evening is filled with spectacular 
entertainment, celebrities, exceptional 
food and is an evening worth attending.

Carrie and Paula were in Brampton to  
speak with Michael A. Charbon. Paula 

shares her personal stories as she like 
many others, lives with a child diagnosed 
in the Autism Spectrum. 

The event is on Thursday, November 
16th at the Liberty Grand Ball room in 
Toronto. Visit: autismgala.com

A World Homeless Day event was 
held in downtown Brampton on October 
13th to recognize the work of volunteers 
and organizations in Brampton that are 
working to help the homeless situation.

Ted Brown (pictured left) runs 
Regeneration Outreach community in 
downtown Brampton which is on track 
to serve 58,000 meals to those in need 
this year. The group serves those who are 
homeless, at risk of being homeless, and 
those living in extreme poverty. He talks 
about the overwhelming need to support 

65,000 of our fellow citizens who are 
living in poverty in Brampton. He says 
the city has a “hidden homelessness 
issue” and he sees people coming in to 
this program that have been  “living in 
the bush, living in cars, and living on 
people’s couches.”

Garry Glowacki (pictured right) is 
the Director of Bridge Prison Ministry 
and has developed a special cook book 
tailored to those in need and talks about 
the “Day in the Life” photo exhibit that 
highlights the plight of homeless people.

We often hear stories about girls who 
are taken away from their country to be 
sent to work in the sex trade. Human 
trafficking of girls isn’t a problem that 
only occurs in far-away places. According 
to Peel Region’s Police Chief, it is 
happening right here where we live and 
in our homes.

It is happening at malls, schools, 
parties, and wherever criminals have 
access to kids. Young girls can be recruited 
from anywhere to work in the sex trade, 
and in some situations, girls are being 
recruited by girls who they know.

It’s alarming that girls as young as 

thirteen years of age are being trafficked 
while they remain living in their homes, 
even as their family and friends do not 
realize what is taking place.

Criminals use deceitful techniques to 
lure girls and entrap them, sometimes 
buying them expensive gifts or becoming 
their boyfriends. In the process, the 
girls are groomed to eventually commit 
sexual acts. Usually, their actions are 
photographed or videotaped, and then 
the girls are threatened and blackmailed 
to enter the sex trade.

According to Chief Evans, it is 
important to look for the signs. “Is your 
child receiving expensive gifts? Do they 
start changing the way they look? Are 
they wearing more makeup? Are they 
coming in later?” She encourages parents 
to become involved and ask questions 
about their kids’ friends, who they are 
spending time with, and where they 
go. “It’s critical for their safety. Have 
conversations; Sit down and talk to 
them.”

Since 2008, Peel Regional Police has 

laid over one hundred charges every year 
against individuals for human trafficking, 
child pornography and prostitution; In 
2015, that number doubled to over two 
hundred charges.

To combat the problem, Peel Police 
has been sending officers into schools 
to educate students about what human 
trafficking is and to know the signs 
that someone is being trafficked. After 
these sessions, officers are sometimes 
approached by students who privately 
ask questions, realizing that perhaps they 
or people they know are being groomed 
or are already trapped.

Watch online as  Michael A. Charbon 
speaks with Chief Jennifer Evans about 
human trafficking in Peel, how to 
recognize the 
signs that it is 
happening to a 
person you know, 
and how you can 
intervene to help.

Peel Region Streaming Guide

Street gangs are expanding their 
reach to Brampton and Mississauga and 
tapping into the Region’s diverse ethnic 
populations to increase their power base. 
According to the Peel Regional Police, 
there are over 100 street gangs and over a 
1000 gang members operating within the 
Region with ties to established organized 
crime syndicates.

Michael A. Charbon sat down with 
Peel Police Chief Jennifer Evans and Cst. 
Greg O’Connor of the Strategic Gangs 
and Intelligence Unit to discuss how 
serious a problem gangs are in Peel.

Street gangs are being blamed for an 
escalation of violence involving firearms 
and drug related crimes. Many of these 
gangs are pragmatic about a commonality 
of purpose and are forming alliances with 
other criminal organizations in what 

Constable Greg O’Connor describes as 
“hybrid gangs.” The gangs are heavily 
involved in human trafficking, drugs and 
auto theft.

What is Peel Regional Police doing 
to tackle this problem? What can the 
average citizen do? How can parents 
recognize if their child is involved in 
gangs and what can they do to prevent 
that from happening?  Is there a way out?

These are questions that law 
enforcement agencies are grappling 
with worldwide. 
As Brampton 
grows, so do the 
problems that 
come with being 
the 9th largest 
city in Canada. 
Watch Online.

Alarming Increase of 
Gang Activity in Peel

Girls as Young as 13 
Being Traffi cked in Peel

World Homeless Day

Under the Big Top For 
Autism Gala - Nov 16

Constable Adrian Wooley is a 
Community Liaison Officer (CLO) in 21 
Division in Brampton and in this video 
explains the importance for residents to 
assist police by being an extra set of eyes 
and ears in the community. 

To service Brampton, Peel Police 
provides two full service operational 
divisions: 21 Division and 22 Division.

21 Division services the eastern 
part of the city bordered by Hwy 410, 

Derry Rd,  Hwy 427/50 and Mayfield 
Rd. Cst. Wooley can be reached at 
905-453-2121 x2160.

22 Division services the western part 
of the city bordered by Winston Churchill 
Blvd, Hwy 407, Hwy 410 and Mayfield 
Rd. Cst. Ryna O’Neil is the CLO for 22 
Division (905- 453-3311x2260)

The CLO listens to concerns of the 
community and provides suggestions and 
police involvement.

Host Michael A. Charbon discusses 
community safety in Mississauga and 
Brampton with guests Michael Palleschi
(Regional Councillor Wards 2/6), Alex 
Papatchidis (Safe City Mississauga) and 
Fazal Khan (Neighbourhood Watch 
Brampton). 

The new Neighbourhood Watch 
Brampton program was modelled after 
the crime prevention work being done 
in Mississauga. Mr. Papatchidis is the 

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator and 
Staff Criminologist for the Mississauga 
program and discusses their recent study 
which shows that Watch programs are 
effective in reducing property crimes by 
up to 61% in the first year.

Councillor Palleschi discusses the 
newly formed Community Safety 
Advisory Committee which was started 
in January of this year and recently had 
their first meeting in September.

Brampton Focus is the leading Live Streamed and current affairs video content 
producer in Brampton. Videos selected for this Streaming Guide are a small sample of 
the content available on our website and social media platforms. Contact us to have 
your event live streamed or to request video coverage:  bramptonfocus.ca/contact

As Canada celebrates its 150th 
birthday this year, Brampton’s population 
has likely exceeded 600,000 residents. In 
the last few years, the city’s population 

has increased substantially, with 593,638 
residents calling the city home in 2016, 
according to data released by Statistics 
Canada.

Census packages were delivered across 
Canada in May of 2016, the first time 
since 2011, the last year the long-form 
census was administered.

In the previous 2011 census results, 

Brampton’s population stood at 523,906 
residents. Since that time, Brampton’s 
growth of 13.3% has outpaced that of 
many other notable cities like Mississauga 
(1.1%), Vancouver (4.6%), Calgary 
(13%), Montreal (3.3%), and Toronto 
(4.5%), maintaining its position on the 
list of fastest-growing municipalities in 
Canada. Edmonton surpassed Brampton 
with a growth of 14.8%.

Overall, Canada’s population grew 
5% to 35,151,728, about two-thirds of 
that growth resulting from immigration, 
and the remainder due to new births. It is 
expected that by 2051, 92% of population 
growth will be due to immigration.

The population density of Canada 
is low, at only 3.9 people per square 
kilometre. In Brampton, the population 
density is 2,229. Mississauga by 
comparison is about 10% higher at 
2,468, and Toronto is at 4,334.

Brampton has 173,428 private 
dwellings in total, with the Region of 

Peel having 443,918 private dwellings 
overall.

The Region of Peel as a whole grew 
by 6.5% from 1,296,809 in 2011, to 
1,381,739 in 2016, making it  the 
second-largest municipality in Ontario 
after Toronto.

Forecasts show that Brampton’s 
population will reach 700,000 before 
2028.

The city’s population is ahead of 
estimates listed on the Region of Peel’s 
website and provides the city and mayor 
with added ammunition in their efforts to 
increase representation on the Regional 
Board (see graphic).

Following the 2015 Federal Election, 
the Liberal government restored the 
long-form census with the aim of 
providing decision makers with the most 
up-to-date information on population, 
demographics, and other important 
statistical markers.

Brampton’s Booming 
Population Highlights 
Lack of Representation

Paul Vicente
@paulvicente

CALEDON
67,000 people  5 Seats
13,400 Residents/Seat

BRAMPTON
594,000 people 7 Seats
85,000 Residents/Seat

MISSISSAUGA
722,000 people 12 Seats
60,000 Residents/Seat

Representation on Regional Council

1.1%

5.0%

14.8%
13.3%
13.0%

4.6%
4.5%

3.3%

Edmonton
Brampton
Calgary
Canada

Vancouver
Toronto
Monteal

Mississauga

5 Year Population Growth (2011-16)

Peel Police Community 
Liaison Offi cers 

Alex Papatchidis from 
Safe City Mississauga

Peel Police Chief Jennifer Evans
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Doors Open Brampton is held on the last weekend of September each year to 
allow the community the opportunity to embrace diversity through the historical 
and modern architecture of some of the city’s points of interest. This year, 13 sites 
were opened for public viewing on September 30.  The weather was stunning 
allowing us to capture photos from 3 of the sites. Sites were open from 10am to 
4pm which was not enough time for visitors to explore them all in a single day.

Clear Blue Skies for 
Doors Open Brampton

Carmen Spada’s World 
of Jazz Festival a Hit 
Largest Jazz Festival in Peel Region

Three years of work and six months 
of planning by Carmen Spada and Joe 
Asension came to fruition on September 
9th in the downtown area with a highly 
successful Jazz festival for residents and 
fans from across the province. Spada 
and Asension are the driving force 
behind B-Jazzed, a local non-profit that 
organized the festival.

The festival was organized alongside 
Carabram’s World of Food and a Live 
Art competition and started after the 
Farmer’s Market on Main St. wrapped 
up. 

Spada says the “the energy and the 
feedback we’ve had from the crowd all 
day is just unbelievable” and “he’s so 

happy to be a Bramptonian today.”
The festival included a main stage 

at Garden Square and acts at local 
downtown venues included Beaux Arts, 
La Catrina restaurant, Cantina Fellini 
restaurant and Wendel Clark’s late in the 
evening. Also included was a “musical 
petting zoo” run by Long & Mcquade 
where anyone could try out instruments 
and get some pointers from staff.

World of Jazz is the largest jazz festival 
in Peel Region according to Spada. After 
his performance he said that “he can’t 
wait to see what the future holds.”

Music fans are crossing their fingers in 
anticipation of the festival returning even 
bigger and better to the city next year.

Arts & Culture

St. Elias the Prophet Ukrainian Catholic Church at 10193 Heritage Rd 
(north of Bovaird) was rebuilt in 2016 after a fi re in 2014. 

Brampton Ontario Stake Centre of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints at 10062 Bramalea Rd (at Bovaird) included guided tours of 
the temple gardens.

Carmen Spada, Artistic Director and co-organizer of the festival also 
performed on the main stage during the day to enthusiastic crowds.  

Jamiat-ul-Ansar Mosque of Brampton at 291 Great Lakes Drive 
(Sandalwood / Hwy410) included a display of Islamic Art and Calligraphy.

Crowds at Garden Square were treated to performances by the Toronto 
Jazz Orchestra and acts fl own in from other parts of the world.
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The holidays are a perfect time of year 
to teach children about money. Whether 
you take them gift shopping or they 
receive money as a present, children of 
any age can benefit from learning money 
management skills.

“Financial literacy is an essential life 
skill, just like reading and writing,” 
explains Jane Rooney, Canada’s Financial 
Literacy Leader.

When children are young, parents 
can begin with basic concepts such as 
counting and recognizing coins and 
bills. Then, they can add discussions 
about needs versus wants, budgeting, 
and income and expenses. Teachable 
moments are everywhere — talk about 
your spending plans when visiting stores 
or taking out cash from an automated 
banking machine.

When talking about saving money 
with children, discuss goals that appeal 
to them. For example, saving money 
for a video game or a special activity. 
As children get older, discuss saving for 
longer-term goals, such post-secondary 
education. A savings account is another 
great tool to teach them how to save, 
with many financial institutions offering 
no-fee accounts for children and youth.

A successful method that many parents 
use to teach their kids about money are 
money jars or envelopes. Each jar or 
envelope is used for a specific account. 
For kids in Grade 3 to 8, we have the 
perfect solution called DreamLauncher 
Big Success Kit.

It is a package group of durable 
moneyboxes, with stickers for the 4 main 
actions you can take with money: Save, 
Spend, Give and Grow. The kit also 
includes a workbook.

The Kit is designed for students to 
use everyday whenever they need money 
or receive money. Kids will start asking 
questions about how money works, 
become more entrepreneurial, start 
asking for chores to do around the house, 
and help those less fortunate.

Neighbourhood Watch Brampton 
residents can get a discount and free 
delivery until the end of the year. See 
ad on back page for coupon code and 
ordering instructions.

Prior to November 2011, Larry 
Smith was just a well known Economics 
Professor on campus at the University of 
Waterloo. His first year MicroEconomics 
class is an elective for many science, 
engineering and math students. His 
style of lecturing is engaging for students 
who would spend 3 hours listening and 
watching him move around in his lecture 

hall with insightful comments and 
challenging ideas.

The Professor was then invited to speak 
at TEDxUW and everything changed. 
TED is a non-profit that organizes 
short presentations from  leaders in the  
technology, entertainment and design 
fields. TEDxUW was a local version with 
local leaders. However, the Professor’s 15 
minutes talk to university students on 
why they will fail to have a great career 
now has over 5.5 million views and is 
one of the most popular talks every on 
the TED stage. We highly recommend 

that you watch it by searching for “Larry 
Smith Ted Talk”. 

The Recess Report team arranged 
to interview the Professor and ask him 
what advice he would give to high school 
students just getting started thinking 
about their future. He spends a lot of 
time mentoring students. His most 
famous students was one of the founders  
of RIM. 

He said “students need to have a 50 
year outlook.” Specifically, what is it 
that the students likes to do and can see 
themselves doing for most of their life. 
He is very adamant that students must 
do absolutely everything they can to 
learn and try new things so that they get 
exposed to as much as they can.

Beyond the passion however, the 
two skills that the Professor explains 
that every student needs is the ability 
to innovate, and communicate. He says 
technology is advancing and will take 
over every job that it can. So if a student 
is looking to do a job that can be repeated 
over and over again by a robot, they need 

the ability to always innovate and stay 
ahead of the curve. 

He adds that communication is just 
as important, because there is no need 
to innovate if you cannot communicate 
your ideas to others. UW Professor Explains 

Why Students Will Fail to 
Have a Great Career

November is Financial 
Literacy Month

Recess Report

Fazal Khan
fazal@bramptonfocus.ca
@fazalGTA

bgcpeel.org
905.712.1789
info@bgcpeel.org

Thank you to our student leaders 
for another successful summer of 
supporting young people in the region 
with outstanding programs.

The Boys and Girls Club of Peel 
(BGCP) is a Not for Profit, Charitable 
Organization. We engage, support and 
empower youth ages 4-24, and 
families, in the Region of Peel.

Boys & Girls Club of Peel

Brampton Robotics Facing 
Hurdles Hosting Student 
Competitions in City

Brampton Robotics is a local 
nonprofit robotics club that has achieved 
international success for its student 
robotics program. They are currently 
looking for a local venue to host a 
robotics competition on March 3rd, 
2018. Pankaj Saxena who helped to 
cofound Brampton Robotics is voicing 
his concerns with school boards and the 
city in the challenges he has faced in 
getting space to run the competition.

Saxena needs the equivalent of 2 
high school gyms to provide the space 
needed for the robotics competition 
including setup space. The group runs 9 
competitions throughout the season to 
create the competition his students need 
to compete at the highest international 
levels. His club has won two world 
championships since they started only 
four years ago.

Saxena is receiving push back in getting 
access to school gyms. He is being told 
by schools that they are concerned that 
their hardwood floors will get damaged. 
Saxena says they have run competitions 
on hardwood floors without issue in the 
past and he has insurance coverage. As 

well he says, there are schools who run 
similar competitions in the same gyms he 
is looking to rent.

Asked why the schools are giving him 
a hard time in renting space and Saxena is 
hesitant to give us a reason. However, he 
says that his program is the best program 
in the Region and schools cannot provide 
the level of mentorships to students 
that his group can. Kakshi Desai, an 
International Baccalaureate student in 
the Peel District School Board says that 
she spends up to 20 hours every week 
at Brampton Robotics. She is looking 
forward to getting an engineering post-
secondary education. 

Brampton Robotics provides students 
with mentorship and skills development 
for both Vex and First Robotics. Students 
and their parents are passionate about 
technology and give their time in 
supporting the program. Many of the 
students have gone on to mechatronics, 
engineering and business programs, 
including at the University of Waterloo.

Programs are available for students 
from Grade 3 to Grade 12. Students can 
get started at any time, however, Saxena 

says that students in Grade 3 have the 
necessary skills to get started and will do 
very well. 

The monthly cost to participate in 
the program is $120 per month from 
September to March plus additional 
parts fees and travel costs. Sponsorships 
that the group raises go towards reducing 
the parts fees. In 2016, the group 
received $10,000 in robotics equipment, 
technology and financial support from 
Amazon Canada.

Saxena is excited about the possibilities 

of Brampton getting a university 
the focuses on science, technology, 
engineering and math. However, he says 
the city should be supporting initiatives 
like his a lot more so that young people 
don’t leave for opportunities. To their 
credit, the City of Brampton has provide 
some funding through their community 
grants program, and has offered the 
Brampton Soccer Centre as a venue. 
However, the soccer centre is booked on 
the date in question. 

Teach Kids About Money Nov 19-25

Advertise Partner Distribute

Contact Don McLeod don@bramptonfocus.ca  |  416-899-6230

Do you need to reach highly 
engaged homeowners and parents 
in Brampton? Do you provide 
professional services, home and 
lawn services, real estate, financial 
services etc? We can combine, 
print, video and social media to 
maximize your reach.

Willing to work together to make 
inroads into Brampton?

We can discuss opportunities to 
collaborate and create unique 
media campaigns with video, print 
and social media elements.

Would your customers like to read 
this newspaper? Are you a student 
looking to earn extra money?

Help us reach more residents in 
Brampton.

Mayor Linda Jeffrey joins members of the Brampton Robotics Club at a 
recent event to raise funds for the nonprofi t organization.

Brampton Robotics students Mehak Dhaliwal (left) and Kakshi Desai 
(right) spend up to 20 hours each week in the program.

University of Waterloo Economics 
Professor Larry Smith

Brampton Robotics Demonstration Ball Throwing Robotic displayed at 
local fundraiser.

The DreamLauncher Big Success Kit includes 4 moneyboxes that connects. Learning about money has never been more practical.



Money Management
Skills for Kids

The Dream Launcher Big Success Kit is a money management 
system for students that has been tested by over 1,000 students 
as young as age 5 and as old as age 17. It was inspired by parents 
that use jar and envelope systems for helping their kids allocate 
money. We took the best ideas and created a 4 Moneybox system 
that enables kids to Save, Spend, Give and Grow their money.

Neighbourhood Watch Members can get it for $10 (regularly $29) 
and FREE shipping in Brampton.

recessreport.ca/dreamlauncher

Use promo code  AUTUMN10


